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E s s a y  W i n n e r s  

During the month of October 2008, three 6th Grade students from Altha had their òenvironmentally-consciousó 
work of art displayed on a billboard located at the downtown location of the Marianna Kentucky Fried Chicken near 

Jimõs Buffet.  Hunter Chason, Klara Carrillo and Kayla Bristow from last yearõs fifth grade, under the supervision of 

their science teacher Miranda Rehberg, attended labs and activities presented by the Chipola College Ground Water 

Outreach Project team and produced the winning poster design.  This poster is one of two selected from 20 submitted 
this year from the participating schools from the Chipola District.  The contest was sponsored by Chipola College and 

funded by the Florida DEP.  This poster was translated into a billboard that was located on Hwy. 90 in Marianna adver-

tising the need to stop pollution and keep our water clean. For more on the Chipola Ground Water Project visit their 
site on the World Wide Web at http://www.chipola.edu/Grants/Ground%20Water/index.htm.  Volume 2 Issue 1 and 2 

contain information and pictures of Altha Students.  

By Russell Baggett 

By Melba Adkins 

Left, the winning Billboard 

and Right, Kayla Bristow and 

Hunter Chason pose below 

the actual billboard on U.S. 

90 in Marianna, Florida. 

Mrs. Adkinsõ 5th grade social studies classes   
entered the American History essay contest     

sponsored by the National Society of the Daughters 

of the American Revolution. Participants in the   

contest who received certificates for honorable 
mention were Kourtney Chambliss, Dylan Smith, 

and Elizabeth Watson.  

The Chipola Chapter of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution held a tea and awarded prizes 
to the winners of the contest on Sunday afternoon, 

December 14, 2008 at the Davis-West House    

Museum in Marianna, Florida.  Alyssa McCardle 

earned the first place certificate and received $75 
for her winning essay. The second place certificate 

a n d  $ 2 5  w a s  a w a r d e d  t o  A u b r e e  B a y .                

Congratulations ladies on your winning essays. 

Contributed Photos 

At right, Aubrie receiving 

her certificate from   

Dorcas Jackson of the 

DAR.  Below Alyssa on 

left, receiving her certifi-

cate along with the other 

students . 
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The Altha Seniors of 2009 attended Chipola Collegeõs  

Career Day on Wednesday, December, 3 2008 held at the 
Eastside Baptist Church in Marianna, Florida.  At the fair, 

booths were set up from many different careers, colleges and 

occupations around the Panhandle of Florida.  The seniors were 
allowed to browse through the booths and ask questions of the 

booth attendants.   

There were representatives from all kinds of interesting 

careers like firefighting, electronics, nursing, cosmetology, and 

corrections.  Also taking part were the various military 

C h i p o l a  C o l l e g e  C a r e e r  D a y  

By Benjamin Willis 
branches such as the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force and the 

National Guard.  The Marines were given away free t-shirts to 

the students who could successfully complete twenty pull-ups. 

Some of the highlights included visiting with the news me-

dia from Channel 7 News, Jackson Hospital discussing the need 
for nurses, and Gulf Power demonstrating their lift truck.  Altha 

Seniors had a questionnaire that they had to complete given by 

Mrs. Charlene Yon, Altha Guidance Counselor to facilitate in-
terview type interaction with the   career representatives and 

workers asking them what kind of schooling would be needed 

to work in their chosen career. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e  R i v e r  T r i p  

On November 21, 2008, Mrs. Sally Simsõ Environmental Science Class went on a field trip to the city of Apalachicola and went 
on a boat trip up the Apalachicola River. Mrs. Sims stated that òThis experience was designed to give students òhands-onó experi-

ence in the real Florida aquatic ecosystems of the Apalachicola River and surrounding areas.ó  The       students went to see the eco-

systems which they were studying in class growing in the Apalachicola River Basin.  Throughout the course of the trip, they observed 

grasses and trees such as Saw Grass, Marsh, Tupelo, Water Oak and Palm Trees.  They learned about the way of the river and that 
it is an important part of Floridaõs water system.  There were several birds seen such as Heron and Bald Eagle. 

At one section of the river, the topic of dredging was discussed and its impact on the plants along the river bank and the flood 

plain.  One impact is that the plants are not receiving the right supply of water that they are used to getting.  In different spots one 

can see where there had been dredging and sand piled up on the bank. 

 The students would like to thank the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve for the opportunity to    experi-

ence this extension of the classroom and Mrs. Sally Sims for making it all possible. 

By Megan Branch,  Jeremy Pate and Russell Baggett 
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watching along the Apalachicola River.  The group of Altha Students 

saw such birds as herons and Bald Eagles on their river trip on   

November 21, 2008. 

Contributed  Photos 

Mrs. Sims, Sylvia Barton and Steven Lee found ways to combat the 

severely cold weather that they experienced while on the              

Environmental Science Field Trip.   


